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The books constituting the Old Testament, or Hebrew Bible, have a complex history of authorship, resulting
in a variety of styles, perspectives, and meanings. The authors and editors of the books that became the Bible
lived through the political vicissitudes of a region that was a cultural crossroads, subject to successive waves
of invasion, settlement, and influence by a variety of civilizations. Consequently, their works reflect the
diverse political, intellectual, and literary legacies of the ancient Near East and, in some cases, the
incorporation of non-Hebrew texts.

S. A. Nigosian, a scholar of Biblical and Near Eastern religions, explores the diverse literary antecedents of
the Old Testament as well as the Apocrypha—books excluded from the canonical Hebrew text but included
in the Septuagint. Closely analyzing the formation and contents of these works, Nigosian compares them
with the religious, philosophical, didactic, and historical works created by the neighboring Near Eastern
civilizations of Egypt, Mesopotamia, Syria, Palestine, and Asia Minor. Proceeding book by book, he
highlights parallels in language, structure, and story among Hebrew and non-Hebrew and non-canonical
Hebrew texts.

From the ubiquity of flood myths throughout the ancient Near East to similarities between seduction tales in
Genesis and Egyptian mythology, Job-like stories from Babylonian legend, and the recycling of elements
within the Hebrew Bible, this book offers a concise and accessible history of the composition and
compilation of the Bible and the complex process of canonization. It also features a glossary, an extensive
bibliography, and a chronology of the composition of the Hebrew Bible and the Apocrypha.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Capps:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love From Ancient Writings
to Sacred Texts: The Old Testament and Apocrypha, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Hazel Freese:

This From Ancient Writings to Sacred Texts: The Old Testament and Apocrypha is great e-book for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can say no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having From Ancient Writings to Sacred Texts: The Old Testament and Apocrypha in your hand
like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Jennifer Smith:

Beside this From Ancient Writings to Sacred Texts: The Old Testament and Apocrypha in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have From Ancient Writings to Sacred Texts: The Old Testament and
Apocrypha because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item?
Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Clark Abeyta:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book From Ancient Writings to Sacred Texts: The
Old Testament and Apocrypha to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to



like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the publication From Ancient Writings to Sacred Texts:
The Old Testament and Apocrypha can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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