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By the start of the twentieth century railroads crisscrossed the nation, yet there were still those who believed
that the railroad network in the United States was far from complete. Residents of small towns lacking rail
access lobbied hard for steam and electric roads to serve their communities, and investors eagerly started
new ventures that would fill the gaps in the railway map. While some of these roads enjoyed a degree of
success, most of them were financial flops even before the rise of the highway system made them obsolete.
 
In Twilight Rails, H. Roger Grant—one of the leading railroad historians working today—documents the
stories of eight Midwestern carriers that appeared at the end of the railroad building craze. When historians
have reflected on these “twilight” carriers, they have suggested that they were relevant only as examples of
unwise business ventures. Grant finds that even the weakest railroads were important to the communities
they served; the arrival of the railroad was cause for great celebration as residents were finally connected to
the outside world. A railroad’s construction pumped money into local economies, farmers and manufacturers
gained access to better markets, and the excitement generated by a new line often increased land values and
inspired expansion of local businesses. Even the least financially successful carriers, Grant argues, managed
to significantly improve their local economies.
 
This thorough and highly accessible history provides a fascinating look at the motivations, accomplishments,
and failures of the twilight carriers, granting a new breath of life to this neglected aspect of American railway
history.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Albin:

This Twilight Rails: The Final Era of Railroad Building in the Midwest are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Twilight Rails: The Final Era of Railroad
Building in the Midwest can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Twilight Rails: The Final Era of Railroad
Building in the Midwest giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial
of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jerry Thomas:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Twilight Rails: The
Final Era of Railroad Building in the Midwest suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in
this era. Often the book untitled Twilight Rails: The Final Era of Railroad Building in the Midwestis the one
of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When
you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Lawrence Fox:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option
to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that
you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Twilight Rails: The
Final Era of Railroad Building in the Midwest can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

William Holmes:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Twilight Rails: The
Final Era of Railroad Building in the Midwest that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading



routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Twilight Rails: The Final Era of Railroad
Building in the Midwest become your starter.
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