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How is a classic book to be defined? How much time must elapse before a work may be judged a “classic”?
And among all the works of American literature, which deserve the designation? In this provocative new
book Denis Donoghue essays to answer these questions. He presents his own short list of “relative” classics-
-works whose appeal may not be universal but which nonetheless have occupied an important place in our
culture for more than a century. These books have survived the abuses of time—neglect, contempt,
indifference, willful readings, excesses of praise, and hyperbole.
Donoghue bestows the term classic on just five American works: Melville’s Moby-Dick, Hawthorne’s The
Scarlet Letter, Thoreau’s Walden, Whitman’s Leaves of Grass, and Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn.
Examining each in a separate chapter, he discusses how the writings have been received and interpreted, and
he offers his own contemporary readings, suggesting, for example, that in the post–9/11 era, Moby-Dick may
be rewardingly read as a revenge tragedy. Donoghue extends an irresistible invitation to open the pages of
these American classics again, demonstrating with wit and acuity how very much they have to say to us now.
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From reader reviews:

Nichelle Shive:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The American Classics: A Personal Essay. Try to the actual book The
American Classics: A Personal Essay as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let
us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Joseph Nixon:

The actual book The American Classics: A Personal Essay has a lot details on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Lynn Jordan:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The American Classics: A Personal Essay why
because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Mary Adamczyk:

You can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The American Classics: A Personal Essay is
simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space
to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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