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A volume in Critical Constructions: Studies on Education and Society Series Editors: Curry Stephenson
Malott, West Chester University of Pennsylvania; Brad J. Porfilio, California State University, East Bay;
Marc Pruyn, Monash University; and Derek R. Ford, Syracuse University Democracy can mean a range of
concepts, covering everything from freedoms, rights, elections, governments, processes, philosophies and a
panoply of abstract and concrete notions that can be mediated by power, positionality, culture, time and
space. Democracy can also be translated into brute force, hegemony, docility, compliance and conformity, as
in wars will be decided on the basis of the needs of elites, or major decisions about spending finite resources
will be the domain of the few over the masses, or people will be divided along the lines of race, ethnicity,
class, religion, etc. because it is advantageous for maintaining exploitative political systems in place to do so.
Often, these frameworks are developed and reified based on the notion that elections give the right to
societies, or segments of societies, to install regimes, institutions and operating systems that are then
supposedly legitimated and rendered infinitely just because formal power resides in the hands of those
dominating forces. This book is interested in advancing a critical analysis of the hegemonic paradigm
described above, one that seeks higher levels of political literacy and consciousness, and one that makes the
connection with education. What does education have to do with democracy? How does education shape,
influence, impinge on, impact, negate, facilitate and/or change the context, contours and realities of
democracy? How can we teach for and about democracy to alter and transform the essence of what
democracy is, and, importantly, what it should be? This book advances the notion of decency in relation to
democracy, and is underpinned by an analysis of meaningful, critically-engaged education. Is it enough to be
kind, nice, generous and hopeful when we can also see signs of rampant, entrenched and debilitating racism,
sexism, poverty, violence, injustice, war and other social inequalities? If democracy is intended to be a
legitimating force for good, how does education inform democracy? What types of knowledge, experience,
analysis and being are helpful to bring about newer, more meaningful and socially just forms of democracy?
Throughout some twenty chapters from a range of international scholars, this book includes three sections:
Constructing Meanings for Democracy and Decency; Justice for All as Praxis; and Social Justice in Action
for Democracy, Decency, and Diversity: International Perspectives. The underlying thread that is interwoven
through the texts is a critical reappraisal of normative, hegemonic interpretations of how power is infused
into the educational realm, and, importantly, how democracy can be re-situated and re-formulated so as to
more meaningfully engage society and education.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Knowles:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Democracy and Decency: What Does Education
Have To Do With It? (Critical Constructions: Studies on Education and Society) ended up being making you
to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The e-book Democracy and Decency: What Does Education Have To Do With It?
(Critical Constructions: Studies on Education and Society) is not only giving you more new information but
also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship while using book Democracy and Decency: What Does Education Have To Do
With It? (Critical Constructions: Studies on Education and Society). You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Martha Wilson:

The e-book untitled Democracy and Decency: What Does Education Have To Do With It? (Critical
Constructions: Studies on Education and Society) is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can
see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Democracy and Decency: What Does Education Have To Do With It? (Critical Constructions: Studies on
Education and Society) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Michael Bradley:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Democracy and Decency: What Does Education Have To Do With It? (Critical Constructions: Studies on
Education and Society) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then
become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Democracy and
Decency: What Does Education Have To Do With It? (Critical Constructions: Studies on Education and
Society) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Jacob Hill:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know



those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book Democracy and Decency: What Does Education Have To Do With It? (Critical Constructions:
Studies on Education and Society) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be
creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Democracy and Decency: What Does Education Have
To Do With It? (Critical Constructions: Studies on Education and Society). You can more desirable than
now.
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