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How can sincere, well-meaning people unintentionally perpetuate discrimination based on race, sex,
sexuality, or other socio-political factors? To address this question, Lara Trout engages a neglected
dimension of Charles S. Peirce's philosophy - human embodiment - in order to highlight the compatibility
between Peirce's ideas and contemporary work in social criticism. This compatibility, which has been
neglected in both Peircean and social criticism scholarship, emerges when the body is fore-grounded among
the affective dimensions of Peirce's philosophy (including feeling, emotion, belief, doubt, instinct, and
habit). Trout explains unintentional discrimination by situating Peircean affectivity within a post-Darwinian
context, using the work of contemporary neuroscientist Antonio Damasio to facilitate this contextual move.
Since children are vulnerable, naïve, and dependent upon their caretakers for survival, they must trust their
caretaker's testimony about reality. This dependency, coupled with societal norms that reinforce historically
dominant perspectives (such as being heterosexual, male, middle-class, and/or white), fosters the
internalization of discriminatory habits that function non-consciously in adulthood.
The Politics of Survival brings Peirce and social criticism into conversation. On the one hand, Peircean
cognition, epistemology, phenomenology, and metaphysics dovetail with social critical insights into the
inter-relationships among body and mind, emotion and reason, self and society. Moreover, Peirce's
epistemological ideal of an infinitely inclusive community of inquiry into knowledge and reality implies a
repudiation of exclusionary prejudice. On the other hand, work in feminism and race theory illustrates how
the application of Peirce's infinitely inclusive communal ideal can be undermined by non-conscious habits of
exclusion internalized in childhood by members belonging to historically dominant groups, such as the
economically privileged, heterosexuals, men, and whites. Trout offers a Peircean response to this application
problem that both acknowledges the "blind spots" of non-conscious discrimination and recommends a
communally situated network of remedies including agapic love, critical common-sensism, scientific
method, and self-control.
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From reader reviews:

Glenda Rogers:

The book The Politics of Survival: Peirce, Affectivity, and Social Criticism (American Philosophy (FUP))
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best
thing like a book The Politics of Survival: Peirce, Affectivity, and Social Criticism (American Philosophy
(FUP))? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Politics of
Survival: Peirce, Affectivity, and Social Criticism (American Philosophy (FUP)) has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Morris:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The Politics of Survival: Peirce,
Affectivity, and Social Criticism (American Philosophy (FUP)) is simple to create you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book,
you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Faye Springer:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Politics of Survival: Peirce, Affectivity, and Social Criticism
(American Philosophy (FUP)) can make you sense more interested to read.

Stacie Schneider:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Different categories of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this The Politics of Survival: Peirce,
Affectivity, and Social Criticism (American Philosophy (FUP)).
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