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Was there a sudden break in the world of art, literature, and music when modernism gave way to
postmodernism?

Philip Nel attacks the notion of tremendous and sudden change in artistic understanding and literary practice.
Instead, in The Avant-Garde and American Postmodernity: Small Incisive Shocks he proposes that a series of
small but far-reaching changes drew understanding from modernism to postmodernism.

What bonds these two periods together? The constant agent of change, Nel argues, was the avant-garde.
Tracking its influence on novelists, popular culture figures, and children's authors, this book re-evaluates
how twentieth-century culture has been traditionally divided into "modern" and "postmodern."

Suggesting that a modernism and postmodernism division prevents accurate evaluation of a work, Nel
realigns our conceptions of twentieth-century literature, art, and music. Focusing on eight figures--Nathanael
West, Djuna Barnes, Dr. Seuss, Donald Barthelme, Don DeLillo, Chris Van Allsburg, Laurie Anderson, and
Leonard Cohen--as representative, The Avant-Garde and American Postmodernity examines works along a
spectrum of political involvement.

This first book to analyze postmodern children's literature revives the radical Dr. Seuss by reading him
alongside avant-garde artists. Nel argues that Chris Van Allsburg speaks the internet generation's vernacular,
using a surrealist idiom to pose questions that linger beyond his picture books' final pages.

The Avant-Garde and American Postmodernity is a nuanced and wide-ranging re-reading of how
postmodernism displays art's ability to imagine a better world.
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From reader reviews:

John Sanchez:

This book untitled The Avant-Garde and American Postmodernity: Small Incisive Shocks to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Gene Green:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long
to reading a publication. The book The Avant-Garde and American Postmodernity: Small Incisive Shocks it
is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book features high quality.

Willis Harrington:

The Avant-Garde and American Postmodernity: Small Incisive Shocks can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The
Avant-Garde and American Postmodernity: Small Incisive Shocks but doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Yolanda Sartain:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Avant-Garde and American
Postmodernity: Small Incisive Shocks publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how
to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The
Avant-Garde and American Postmodernity: Small Incisive Shocks as good book but not only by the cover
but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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