
A Colossal Hoax: The Giant from Cardiff that
Fooled America

Scott Tribble

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0742560503
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0742560503
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0742560503


A Colossal Hoax: The Giant from Cardiff that Fooled America

Scott Tribble

A Colossal Hoax: The Giant from Cardiff that Fooled America Scott Tribble
In October 1869, as America stood on the brink of becoming a thoroughly modern nation, workers unearthed
what appeared to be a petrified ten-foot giant on a remote farm in upstate New York. The discovery caused a
sensation. Over the next several months, newspapers devoted daily headlines to the story and tens of
thousands of Americans—including Oliver Wendell Holmes, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and the great showman
P. T. Barnum—flocked to see the giant on exhibition. In the colossus, many saw evidence that their
continent, and the tiny hamlet of Cardiff, had ties to Biblical history. American science also weighed in on
the discovery, and in doing so revealed its own growing pains, including the shortcomings of traditional
education, the weaknesses of archaeological methodology, as well as the vexing presence of amateurs and
charlatans within its ranks. A national debate ensued over the giant's origins, and was played out in the daily
press.

Ultimately, the discovery proved to be an elaborate hoax. Still, the story of the Cardiff Giant reveals many
things about America in the post-Civil War years. After four years of destruction on an unimagined scale,
Americans had increasingly turned their attention to the renewal of progress. But the story of the Cardiff
Giant seemed to shed light on a complicated, mysterious past, and for a time scientists, clergymen,
newspaper editors, and ordinary Americans struggled to make sense of it. Hucksters, of course, did their best
to take advantage of it.

The Cardiff Giant was one of the leading questions of the day, and how citizens answered it said much about
Americans in 1869 as well as about America more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Harvey Hobbs:

In other case, little folks like to read book A Colossal Hoax: The Giant from Cardiff that Fooled America.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
any book A Colossal Hoax: The Giant from Cardiff that Fooled America. You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget.
It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Curtis Salas:

The book A Colossal Hoax: The Giant from Cardiff that Fooled America make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book A
Colossal Hoax: The Giant from Cardiff that Fooled America to get your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like start and read a book A Colossal Hoax: The Giant from Cardiff that
Fooled America. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this reserve?

Stacey Eades:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Colossal Hoax: The
Giant from Cardiff that Fooled America book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Benjamin Hoffman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled A Colossal Hoax: The Giant from Cardiff that Fooled
America can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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