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Surfboards were once made of wood and shaped by hand, objects of both cultural and recreational
significance. Today most surfboards are mass-produced with fiberglass and a stew of petrochemicals,
moving (or floating) billboards for athletes and their brands, emphasizing the commercial rather than the
cultural. Surf Craft maps this evolution, examining surfboard design and craft with 150 color images and an
insightful text. From the ancient Hawaiian alaia, the traditional board of the common people, to the
unadorned boards designed with mathematical precision (but built by hand) by Bob Simmons, to the store-
bought longboards popularized by the 1959 surf-exploitation movie Gidget, board design reflects both
aesthetics and history. The decline of traditional alaia board riding is not only an example of a lost art but
also a metaphor for the disintegration of traditional culture after the Republic of Hawaii was overthrown and
annexed in the 1890s. In his text, Richard Kenvin looks at the craft and design of surfboards from a historical
and cultural perspective. He views board design as an exemplary model of mingei, or art of the people, and
the craft philosophy of Soetsu Yanagi. Yanagi believed that a design's true beauty and purpose are revealed
when it is put to its intended use. In its purest form, the craft of board building, along with the act of surfing
itself, exemplifies mingei. Surf Craft pays particular attention to Bob Simmons's boards, which are striking
examples of this kind of functional design, mirroring the work of postwar modern California designers. Surf
Craft is published in conjunction with an exhibition at San Diego's Mingei International Museum.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Langdon:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Surf Craft: Design and the
Culture of Board Riding. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Richard Ma:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading a
guide. The book Surf Craft: Design and the Culture of Board Riding it is quite good to read. There are a lot
of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out
of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Bryan Lopez:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Surf Craft: Design and the Culture of Board Riding your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get prior to. The Surf Craft: Design and the Culture of Board Riding giving you one more
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era.
So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Jennifer David:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be go through. Surf Craft: Design and the Culture of Board Riding can be your answer since it
can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.
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