
Samuel Johnson: The Life of an Author
Lawrence Lipking

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0674787773
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0674787773
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0674787773


Samuel Johnson: The Life of an Author

Lawrence Lipking

Samuel Johnson: The Life of an Author Lawrence Lipking

He was a servant to the public, a writer for hire. He was a hero, an author adding to the glory of his nation.
But can a writer be both hack and hero? The career of Samuel Johnson, recounted here by Lawrence
Lipking, proves that the two can be one. And it further proves, in its enduring interest for readers, that
academic fashions today may be a bit hasty in pronouncing the "death of the author."

A book about the life of an author, about how an author is made, not born, Lipking's Samuel Johnson is the
story of the man as he lived--and lives--in his work. Tracing Johnson's rocky climb from anonymity to fame,
in the course of which he came to stand for both the greatness of English literature and the good sense of the
common reader, the book shows how this life transformed the very nature of authorship.

Beginning with the defiant letter to Chesterfield that made Johnson a celebrity, Samuel Johnson offers fresh
readings of all the writer's major works, viewed through the lens of two ongoing preoccupations: the urge to
do great deeds--and the sense that bold expectations are doomed to disappointment. Johnson steers between
the twin perils of ambition and despondency. Mounting a challenge to the emerging industry that glorified
and capitalized on Shakespeare, he stresses instead the playwright's power to cure the illusions of everyday
life. All Johnson's works reveal his extraordinary sympathy with ordinary people. In his groundbreaking
Dictionary, in his poems and essays, and in The Lives of the English Poets, we see Johnson becoming the
key figure in the culture of literacy that reaches from his day to our own.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Bode:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Samuel Johnson: The Life of an Author. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book
Samuel Johnson: The Life of an Author. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with
a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Tina Alley:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book Samuel Johnson: The Life of an Author it is very good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high
quality.

Robert Alcock:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Samuel Johnson: The Life of an
Author that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you can pick Samuel Johnson: The Life of an Author become your current starter.

Joseph Cole:

The book untitled Samuel Johnson: The Life of an Author contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will
take you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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