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Old family photo albums are fascinating. If you're lucky enough to own one, you've probably spent hours
poring overhalf-faded black-and-white portraits of your ancestors, searching for similarities in their facial
features and wondering whattheir lives might have been. Unfortunately, not every family has such easy
access to their own history. Photographer Rafael Goldchain's Polish-Jewish ancestors emigrated to South
America in the 1930s, and many others perished in Polandduring the Nazi regime. Also lost in the turmoil of
war and emigration were most of the portraits of his extended family.When Goldchain became a parent
himself, he decided to make up for this lack of evidence and recreate the lost generations of the past, in the
present.

Rafael Goldchain's I Am My Family is a family album of traditional portrait photographs with an
unconventional twist: the only subject is Goldchain himself. In an elaborate process involving genealogical
research, the use of makeup, hair styling, costume, and props, Goldchain transforms himself into his
ancestors and captures their personifications with the camera. Taking some liberties with historical accuracy,
Goldchain has assembled a fascinating cast of characters: from his short-story-writing grandfather, to his
great-aunts Pola and Fela, to the Rabbi Gur's nephew in wedding dress, Goldchain reinvents himself over
and over again. These beautifully reproduced self-portraits trace the evolution of Jewish culture from
tradition to modernity and invite us to engage the history of a family decimated and scattered by the
traumatic events of the 20th century. Featuring an insightful essay by curator Martha Langford, the portraits
are complemented by a selection of the archival images on which they are based as well as selections from
the artist's handwritten sketchbooks.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Livingston:

This I Am My Family: Photographic Memories and Fictions book is not really ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This I Am My Family: Photographic Memories and Fictions without we know teach the one who looking at
it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry I Am My Family: Photographic
Memories and Fictions can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out
to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This I Am My Family:
Photographic Memories and Fictions having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Joshua Parsons:

Here thing why this I Am My Family: Photographic Memories and Fictions are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. I Am My Family: Photographic Memories and Fictions giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that
similar with I Am My Family: Photographic Memories and Fictions. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of I Am My
Family: Photographic Memories and Fictions in e-book can be your substitute.

Evan Miller:

Often the book I Am My Family: Photographic Memories and Fictions will bring you to the new experience
of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book I Am My Family: Photographic Memories and
Fictions is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can easier to read the book.

Ruth Coleman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this I Am My Family: Photographic
Memories and Fictions publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty I Am My Family:
Photographic Memories and Fictions as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is
one reserve that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to



pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
yet another sixth sense.
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