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A humorous philosophical investigation into the existence of Santa—from a co-executive producer
of The Big Bang Theory

Metaphysics isn’t ordinarily much of a laughing matter. But in the hands of acclaimed comedy writer and
scholar Eric Kaplan, a search for the truth about old St. Nick becomes a deeply insightful, laugh-out-loud
discussion of the way some things exist but may not really be there. Just like Santa and his reindeer.

Even after we outgrow the jolly fellow, the essential paradox persists: There are some things we dearly
believe in that are not universally acknowledged as real. In Does Santa Exist? Kaplan shows how philosophy
giants Bertrand Russell and Ludwig Wittgenstein strove to smooth over this uncomfortable meeting of the
real and unreal—and failed. From there he turns to mysticism’s attempts to resolve such paradoxes,
surveying Buddhism, Taoism, early Christianity, Theosophy, and even the philosophers at UC Berkeley
under whom he studied. Finally, this brilliant comic writer alights on—surprise—comedy as the ultimate
resolution of the fundamental paradoxes of life, using examples from The Big Bang Theory, Monty Python’s
cheese shop sketch, and many other pop-culture sources.

Finally Kaplan delves deeper into what this means, from how our physical brains work to his own personal
confrontations with life’s biggest questions: If we’re all going to die, what’s the point of anything? What is a
perfect moment? What can you say about God? Or Santa?
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From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

The book Does Santa Exist?: A Philosophical Investigation make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress
or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Does Santa Exist?: A
Philosophical Investigation for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start
and read a reserve Does Santa Exist?: A Philosophical Investigation. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Robert Landers:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Does Santa
Exist?: A Philosophical Investigation.

Patricia Nebeker:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new book. It
is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to reading a e-
book. The book Does Santa Exist?: A Philosophical Investigation it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Roy Rogers:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Does Santa Exist?: A Philosophical
Investigation or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes Does Santa Exist?: A Philosophical Investigation to make your spare time more colorful. Many



types of book like this.
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