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Few issues in contemporary U.S> politics have remained on the public agenda so long and so divisively as
abortion policy. The landmark Supreme Court decision of Roe v. Waade, which held that laws prohibiting
first trimester abortions were illegal because they violated a woman's right to privacy, still generates heated
controversy today, a quarter of a century after it was made. The seeds of that controversy were sown in the
seven years immediately preceding Roe, when state legislatures tried to reconcile religious opposition to
abortion and individuals' civil liberties. In this groundbreaking book, Rosemary Nossiff examines the force
that shaped abortion policy during those years, and the ways in which states responded to them. To provide
in-depth analysis while still looking broadly at the picture, she studies New York, which passed the most
permissive abortion bill in the country, and Pennsylvania, which passed one of the most restrictive. That
these two states, which share similar demographic, political, and economic characteristics, should reach two
such different outcomes provides a perfect case study for observing political dynamics at the state level.
Nossiff examines the medical, religious, and legal discourses employed on both sides of the debate, as well
as the role played by feminist discourse. She looks at the role of the political parties in the campaigns, as
well as such interest groups as the National Council of Catholic Bishops, the Clergy Consultation Service,
the National Organization for Women, and the National Association for the Repeal of Abortion Laws. In
addition, she analyzes the strategies used by both sides, as well as partisan and institutionalized
developments that facilitated success or failure. Finally, in the Epilogue, she assesses the Roe decision and
its aftermath, including an analysis of the pro-life movement in Pennsylvania. As the author remarks,
/u0022Without question people's positions on abortion are shaped by a myriad of social, moral, and
economic factors. But ultimately abortion policy is shaped in the political arena. This book examines how
one of the most intimate decisions a woman makes, whether to continue or terminate a pregnancy, has
become one of the most politicized issues in contemporary American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Welling:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem
or even exercise. Well, probably you should have this Before Roe: Abortion Policy in the States.

Alice Myers:

The book Before Roe: Abortion Policy in the States can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Before Roe:
Abortion Policy in the States? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge
or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Before Roe:
Abortion Policy in the States has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Fred Prentice:

This Before Roe: Abortion Policy in the States is great publication for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Before Roe:
Abortion Policy in the States in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this
reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

David Gonzales:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Before Roe: Abortion Policy in the States
is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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