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It almost goes without saying that the rise in popularity of television has killed the audience for "serious"
literature. This is such a given that reading Fitzpatrick's challenge to this notion can be very disconcerting, as
she traces the ways in which a small cadre of writers of "serious" literature--DeLillo, Pynchon, and Franzen,
for instance--have propagated this myth in order to set themselves up as the last bastions of good writing.
Fitzpatrick first explores whether serious literature was ever as all-pervasive as critics of the television
culture claim and then asks the obvious question: what, or who, exactly, are these guys defending good
writing against?

Fitzpatrick examines the ways in which the anxiety about the supposed death of the novel is built on a myth
of the novel's past ubiquity and its present displacement by television. She explores the ways in which this
myth plays out in and around contemporary fiction and how it serves as a kind of unacknowledged discourse
about race, class, and gender. The declaration constructs a minority status for the "white male author" who
needs protecting from television's largely female and increasingly non-white audience. The novel, then, is
transformed from a primary means of communication into an ancient, almost forgotten, and thus, treasured
form reserved for the well-educated and well-to-do, and the men who practice it are exalted as the
practitioners of an almost lost art.

Such positioning serves to further marginalize women writers and writers of color because it makes the
novel, by definition, the preserve of the poor endangered white man. If the novel is only a product of a small
group of white men, how can the contributions of women and writers of color be recognized? Instead, this
positioning abandons women and people of color to television as a creative outlet, and in return, cedes
television to them. Fitzpatrick argues that there's a level of unrecognized patronization in assuming that
television serves no purpose but to provide dumb entertainment to bored women and others too stupid to
understand novels. And, instead, she demonstrates the real positive effects of a televisual culture.
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From reader reviews:

Madelyn McDowell:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The Anxiety of
Obsolescence: The American Novel in the Age of Television? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Raymond Hollander:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Anxiety of Obsolescence: The
American Novel in the Age of Television will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading a
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or suitable book with you?

Lynette Cavanaugh:

This The Anxiety of Obsolescence: The American Novel in the Age of Television book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot
of information you will get. This kind of The Anxiety of Obsolescence: The American Novel in the Age of
Television without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't become worry The Anxiety of Obsolescence: The American Novel in the Age of Television can bring
whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in
the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Anxiety of Obsolescence: The American Novel in the Age of
Television having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

David Burch:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Anxiety of Obsolescence: The American Novel in the Age of Television book
is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer involving The Anxiety of Obsolescence: The American Novel in the Age of Television content
conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the



content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking The Anxiety of Obsolescence:
The American Novel in the Age of Television is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?
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