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Three decades after the conclusion of the civil war that brought the communist Pathet Lao to power, the
leaders of the Lao People's Democratic Republic are still searching for a compelling and unifying national
identity. As detailed in Postwar Laos?a rigorously researched, cogently argued, and pathbreaking
book?Laotian nationalism is caught between the rhetoric of preservation and the desire for modernity. Using
fine-grained analysis of substantial ethnographic and archival material, Vatthana Pholsena sheds light on the
politics of identity, the geographies of memory, and the power of historical narrative in contemporary
Laos.Pholsena pays particular attention to the country's ethnic minorities, who had been
marginalized?politically, administratively, and symbolically?by the French colonial government, which ruled
for fifty years, and by its Royal Lao successor. Many members of these minorities fought for the Lao
People's Liberation Army in the country's civil war (1960–1975), though, and were thus exposed to the
processes of modern politics. The first book to examine the impact of such forces on Laos's ethnic minorities
and their perception of Laotian nationalism, Postwar Laos also refines established theories of nationalism.
Pholsena addresses a weakness common to all: the tendency to deny agency to individuals, who may in fact
interpret their relationship to, and place within, the nation in a variety of ways that change according to time
and circumstance.Postwar Laos offers a new perspective on the history of Southeast Asia and, more broadly,
on the formation of national identity that will be welcomed by historians, political scientists, sociologists,
ethnographers, and cultural anthropologists alike.
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From reader reviews:

James Mendoza:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Post-war Laos: The Politics of Culture, History, and Identity. Try
to face the book Post-war Laos: The Politics of Culture, History, and Identity as your close friend. It means
that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Ruby Sprankle:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Post-war Laos: The Politics of Culture, History, and
Identity will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Jonathan Hickman:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
up than other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this Post-war Laos: The
Politics of Culture, History, and Identity book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Judy Newberry:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Post-war Laos: The Politics of
Culture, History, and Identity that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Post-war Laos: The Politics of Culture,
History, and Identity become your current starter.
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