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Today a tourist mecca, the area now known as the Wisconsin Dells was once wilderness—and a gathering
place for the region’s Native peoples, the Ho-Chunk, who for centuries migrated to this part of the Wisconsin
River for both sustenance and spiritual renewal. By the late 1800s their numbers had dwindled through
displacement or forcible removal, and it was this smaller band that caught the attention of photographer
Henry Hamilton Bennett. Having built his reputation on his photographs of the Dells’ steep gorges and
fantastic rock formations, H. H. Bennett now turned his camera upon the Ho-Chunk themselves, and thus
began the many-layered relationship unfolded by Steven D. Hoelscher in Picturing Indians: Photographic
Encounters and Tourist Fantasies in H. H. Bennett’s Wisconsin Dells.
            The interactions between Indian and white man, photographer and photographed, suggested a
relationship in which commercial motives and friendly feelings mixed, though not necessarily in equal
measure. The Ho-Chunk resourcefully sought new ways to survive in the increasingly tourist-driven
economy of the Dells. Bennett, struggling to keep his photography business alive, capitalized on America’s
comfortably nostalgic image of Native peoples as a vanishing race, no longer threatening and now safe for
white consumption.
            Hoelscher traces these developments through letters, diaries, financial records, guidebooks, and
periodicals of the day. He places Bennett within the context of contemporary artists and photographers of
American Indians and examines the receptions of this legacy by the Ho-Chunk today. In the final chapter, he
juxtaposes Bennett’s depictions of Native Americans with the work of present-day Ho-Chunk photographer
Tom Jones, who documents the lives of his own people with a subtlety and depth foreshadowed, a century
ago, in the flickers of irony, injury, humor, and pride conveyed by his Ho-Chunk ancestors as they posed
before the lens of a white photographer.

Winner, Book Award of Merit, Wisconsin Historical Society, Best Books for General Audiences, selected by
the American Association of School Librarians, and Best Books for Regional Interests, selected by the Public
Library Association
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From reader reviews:

Cory Kyle:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Picturing Indians: Photographic Encounters and
Tourist Fantasies in H. H. Bennett's Wisconsin Dells (Studies in American Thought and Culture). You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book
Picturing Indians: Photographic Encounters and Tourist Fantasies in H. H. Bennett's Wisconsin Dells
(Studies in American Thought and Culture). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Jennifer Howard:

The book Picturing Indians: Photographic Encounters and Tourist Fantasies in H. H. Bennett's Wisconsin
Dells (Studies in American Thought and Culture) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Picturing Indians: Photographic Encounters and
Tourist Fantasies in H. H. Bennett's Wisconsin Dells (Studies in American Thought and Culture) to be your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a publication Picturing
Indians: Photographic Encounters and Tourist Fantasies in H. H. Bennett's Wisconsin Dells (Studies in
American Thought and Culture). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Rebecca Walton:

Here thing why this particular Picturing Indians: Photographic Encounters and Tourist Fantasies in H. H.
Bennett's Wisconsin Dells (Studies in American Thought and Culture) are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Picturing Indians: Photographic Encounters and Tourist Fantasies in H. H.
Bennett's Wisconsin Dells (Studies in American Thought and Culture) giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Picturing
Indians: Photographic Encounters and Tourist Fantasies in H. H. Bennett's Wisconsin Dells (Studies in
American Thought and Culture). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Picturing Indians: Photographic Encounters and
Tourist Fantasies in H. H. Bennett's Wisconsin Dells (Studies in American Thought and Culture) in e-book
can be your alternative.



Kenneth Armstrong:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be Picturing Indians: Photographic Encounters and Tourist Fantasies in H. H.
Bennett's Wisconsin Dells (Studies in American Thought and Culture) why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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