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For the Common Good: Redefining Civic Leadership has been honored with a 2014 Next Generation Indie
Book Award (in the current events/social change category) and has been named a finalist for the Foreword
Reviews book of the year award in social science.

For the Common Good: Redefining Civic Leadership is about the ideas that drive the work of the Kansas
Leadership Center. The authors, David D. Chrislip and Ed O'Malley, share their belief that 'civic leadership'
needs to become more purposeful, provocative and engaging in order to cope with today's civic challenges
and to help transform the civic culture of our communities and regions. Chrislip and O'Malley use the real-
life leadership dilemmas of five Kansans to bring these ideas to life.
 
The book's title, For the Common Good: Redefining Civic Leadership, suggests its orientation. Rather than
viewing the exercise of leadership in the civic arena as a way of furthering individual desires or acting only
when your backyard is threatened, the authors see it as a means of sharing responsibility for acting together
in pursuit of the common good. In the end, limiting one's conception of the meaning of civic responsibility to
a reactive or passive role most often allows for a lot of noisy complaining while leaving the responsibility for
taking initiative and action to others or to local authorities. A great deal more than complaining is needed
from many more of us if progress is to be made on the issues we care about.
 
In these pages, you will find Chrislip and O'Malley's assessment of the current state of civic leadership along
with a framework for the more powerful kind of leadership we believe necessary to respond to these
conditions. Their purpose is both to redefine civic leadership and to understand how its practice can help
transform the civic culture of our communities and regions. To this end, the book is organized in three parts.
 
In Part I: The State of Civic Leadership, the authors tell the story of the Kansas Leadership Center, how it
originated and developed as a laboratory for learning about civic leadership.
 
Part II: The Practice of Civic Leadership introduces four competencies of civic leadership that respond to
today's civic challenges.
 
In the last section, Part III: The Heart of Civic Leadership, Chrislip and O'Malley suggest what it will take
from you to learn how to become more effective at exercising civic leadership, and in the final chapter they
return our focus to the book's title -- For the Common Good: Redefining Civic Leadership -- to explore how
to realize the full potential of civic leadership.
 
The book is written for anyone who cares enough about his community or her region to want to make a
difference. The subtle, powerful, risky and challenging-to-put-into-practice ideas and concepts can help you
become more conscious and intentional about the way you exercise civic leadership, and thus help you make
more progress on the concerns you care about.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Grove:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book For the Common Good: Redefining Civic
Leadership. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book For the Common Good: Redefining Civic Leadership. You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Amelia Gallup:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This For the Common Good: Redefining Civic Leadership book is readable by
simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
regarding For the Common Good: Redefining Civic Leadership content conveys objective easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking For the Common Good: Redefining Civic Leadership is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Eric Beasley:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is definitely For the Common Good: Redefining Civic Leadership.

Joel Kiser:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love For the Common Good: Redefining Civic
Leadership, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.
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