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The Symptom and the Subject takes an in-depth look at how the physical body first emerged in the West as
both an object of knowledge and a mysterious part of the self. Beginning with Homer, moving through
classical-era medical treatises, and closing with studies of early ethical philosophy and Euripidean tragedy,
this book rewrites the traditional story of the rise of body-soul dualism in ancient Greece. Brooke Holmes
demonstrates that as the body (sôma) became a subject of physical inquiry, it decisively changed ancient
Greek ideas about the meaning of suffering, the soul, and human nature.

By undertaking a new examination of biological and medical evidence from the sixth through fourth
centuries BCE, Holmes argues that it was in large part through changing interpretations of symptoms that
people began to perceive the physical body with the senses and the mind. Once attributed primarily to social
agents like gods and daemons, symptoms began to be explained by physicians in terms of the physical
substances hidden inside the person. Imagining a daemonic space inside the person but largely below the
threshold of feeling, these physicians helped to radically transform what it meant for human beings to be
vulnerable, and ushered in a new ethics centered on the responsibility of taking care of the self.

The Symptom and the Subject highlights with fresh importance how classical Greek discoveries made
possible new and deeply influential ways of thinking about the human subject.
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From reader reviews:

Renee Oneal:

This book untitled The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you
can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by way
of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from
your list.

Virginia McNally:

This The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece is great guide
for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or
we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in
it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in
Ancient Greece in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Donald Spada:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence
of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Susan Woods:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in
Ancient Greece can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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