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Jeffrey Kripal here recounts the spectacular history of Esalen, the institute that has long been a world leader
in alternative and experiential education and stands today at the center of the human potential movement.
Forged in the literary and mythical leanings of the Beat Generation, inspired in the lecture halls of Stanford
by radical scholars of comparative religion, the institute was the remarkable brainchild of Michael Murphy
and Richard Price.
 
Set against the heady backdrop of California during the revolutionary 1960s, Esalen recounts in fascinating
detail how these two maverick thinkers sought to fuse the spiritual revelations of the East with the scientific
revolutions of the West, or to combine the very best elements of Zen Buddhism, Western psychology, and
Indian yoga into a decidedly utopian vision that rejected the dogmas of conventional religion. In their
religion of no religion, the natural world was just as crucial as the spiritual one, science and faith not only
commingled but became staunch allies, and the enlightenment of the body could lead to the full realization of
our development as human beings.
 
 “An impressive new book. . . . [Kripal] has written the definitive intellectual history of the ideas behind the
institute.”—San Francisco Chronicle
 
“Kripal examines Esalen’s extraordinary history and evocatively describes the breech birth of Murphy and
Price’s brainchild. His real achievement, though, is effortlessly synthesizing a dizzying array of dissonant
phenomena (Cold War espionage, ecstatic religiosity), incongruous pairings (Darwinism, Tantric sex), and
otherwise schizy ephemera (psychedelic drugs, spaceflight) into a cogent, satisfyingly complete
narrative.”—Atlantic Monthly
 
“Kripal has produced the first all-encompassing history of Esalen: its intellectual, social, personal, literary
and spiritual passages. Kripal brings us up-to-date and takes us deep beneath historical surfaces in this
definitive, elegantly written book.”—Playboy
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From reader reviews:

Emma Latshaw:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Esalen: America and the Religion of No Religion why because the
great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Robin Curtin:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be learn. Esalen: America and the Religion of No Religion can be your answer since it can be read by you
actually who have those short free time problems.

Donna Eldridge:

Beside this particular Esalen: America and the Religion of No Religion in your phone, it can give you a way
to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Esalen: America and the Religion of No Religion because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it
from currently!

Charles Frye:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt
this when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Esalen: America and the Religion of
No Religion to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Esalen: America and the Religion of No
Religion can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of the time.
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