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Scholars have long argued over whether the 1648 Peace of Westphalia, which ended more than a century of
religious conflict arising from the Protestant Reformations, inaugurated the modern sovereign-state system.
But they largely ignore a more fundamental question: why did the emergence of new forms of religious
heterodoxy during the Reformations spark such violent upheaval and nearly topple the old political order? In
this book, Daniel Nexon demonstrates that the answer lies in understanding how the mobilization of
transnational religious movements intersects with--and can destabilize--imperial forms of rule.

Taking a fresh look at the pivotal events of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries--including the
Schmalkaldic War, the Dutch Revolt, and the Thirty Years' War--Nexon argues that early modern
"composite" political communities had more in common with empires than with modern states, and
introduces a theory of imperial dynamics that explains how religious movements altered Europe's balance of
power. He shows how the Reformations gave rise to crosscutting religious networks that undermined the
ability of early modern European rulers to divide and contain local resistance to their authority. In doing so,
the Reformations produced a series of crises in the European order and crippled the Habsburg bid for
hegemony.

Nexon's account of these processes provides a theoretical and analytic framework that not only challenges
the way international relations scholars think about state formation and international change, but enables us
to better understand global politics today.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Ison:

The book The Struggle for Power in Early Modern Europe: Religious Conflict, Dynastic Empires, and
International Change (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book The Struggle for Power in Early Modern Europe: Religious Conflict, Dynastic Empires, and
International Change (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) being your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open and read a reserve The Struggle for Power in Early Modern
Europe: Religious Conflict, Dynastic Empires, and International Change (Princeton Studies in International
History and Politics). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others.
So , how do you think about this guide?

Maria Jennings:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Struggle for
Power in Early Modern Europe: Religious Conflict, Dynastic Empires, and International Change (Princeton
Studies in International History and Politics) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Martha Howell:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The The Struggle for Power in Early Modern Europe: Religious Conflict, Dynastic
Empires, and International Change (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) offer you a new
experience in reading a book.

Ashley Robinette:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to



do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books
in the top list in your reading list will be The Struggle for Power in Early Modern Europe: Religious
Conflict, Dynastic Empires, and International Change (Princeton Studies in International History and
Politics). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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