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Billy Wilder's Sunset Boulevard, a classic film noir and also a damning dissection of the Hollywood dream
factory, evokes the glamour and ruin of the stars who subsist on that dream. It's also one long in-joke about
the movie industry and those who made it great-and who were, in turn, destroyed by it. One of the most
critically admired films of the twentieth century, Sunset Boulevard is also famous as silent star Gloria
Swanson's comeback picture.

Close-Up On Sunset Boulevard tells the story of this extravagant work, from the writing, casting and filming
to the disastrous previews that made Paramount consider shelving it. It's about the writing team of Billy
Wilder and Charles Brackett-sardonically called "the happiest couple in Hollywood"-and their raucous
professional relationship. It's about the art direction and the sets, the costumes, the props, the lights and the
cameras, and the personalities who used those tools to create a cinematic work of art.

Staggs goes behind the scenes to reveal: William Holden, endlessly attacked by his bitter wife and already
drinking too much; Nancy Olson, the cheerful ingenue who had never heard of the great Gloria Swanson; the
dark genius Erich von Stroheim; the once famous but long-forgotten "Waxworks"; and of course Swanson
herself, who-just like Norma Desmond-had once been "the greatest star of them all."

But the story of Sunset Boulevard doesn't end with the movie's success and acclaim at its release in l950.
There's much more, and Staggs layers this stylish book with fascinating detail, following the actors and
Wilder into their post-Sunset careers and revealing Gloria Swanson's never-ending struggle to free herself
from the clutches of Norma Desmond.

Close-Up On Sunset Boulevard also chronicles the making of Andrew Lloyd Webber's musical production of
Sunset Boulevard and the explosive diva controversies that dogged it. The book ends with a shocking
example of Hollywood life imitating Hollywood art. By the last page of this rich narrative, readers will
conclude: We are those "wonderful people out there in the dark."
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Close-up on Sunset Boulevard: Billy Wilder, Norma
Desmond, and the Dark Hollywood Dream. Try to face the book Close-up on Sunset Boulevard: Billy
Wilder, Norma Desmond, and the Dark Hollywood Dream as your good friend. It means that it can to
become your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

James Stover:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Close-up on Sunset
Boulevard: Billy Wilder, Norma Desmond, and the Dark Hollywood Dream book as beginning and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Kristen Hamilton:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Close-up on Sunset Boulevard: Billy
Wilder, Norma Desmond, and the Dark Hollywood Dream book because book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Alex Santana:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Close-up on Sunset Boulevard: Billy Wilder, Norma Desmond, and the Dark Hollywood Dream your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one
form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Close-up on Sunset
Boulevard: Billy Wilder, Norma Desmond, and the Dark Hollywood Dream giving you yet another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So



now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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