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Only one person has given us a first-hand account of the civilization of Angkor. This is the Chinese envoy,
Zhou Daguan, who visited Angkor in 1296–97 and wrote A Record of Cambodia: The Land and Its People
after his return to China. To this day Zhou’s description of the royal palace, sacred buildings, women,
traders, slaves, hill people, animals, landscapes, and everyday life remains a unique portrait of thirteenth-
century Angkor at a time when its splendors were still intact.

Very little is known about Zhou Daguan. He was born on or near the southeastern coast of China, and was
probably a young man when he traveled to Cambodia by boat. After returning home he faded into obscurity,
though he seems to have lived on for several decades. Much of the text of Zhou’s book has been lost over the
centuries, but what remains gives us a lively sense of Zhou the man as well as of Angkor.

In this edition, Peter Harris translates Zhou Daguan’s work directly from Chinese to English to be published
for the first time. Earlier English versions depended on a French translation done over a century ago, and lost
much of the feeling of the original as a result. This entirely new rendering, which draws on a range of
available versions of the Zhou text, brings Zhou’s many observations vividly and accurately back to life. An
introduction and extensive notes help explain the text and put it in the context of the times.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Keller:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking A Record of Cambodia: The
Land and Its People that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you may pick A Record of Cambodia: The Land and Its People become your current starter.

Erica Dennis:

This A Record of Cambodia: The Land and Its People is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having bit of digest in reading this A Record of Cambodia: The Land and Its People can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Marilyn Vance:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve A Record of Cambodia: The Land and Its People was filled about science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Betty Abbott:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the A Record of Cambodia: The Land and Its People when you needed it?
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