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"Twenty-eight years ago I went to England for a three-month visit and rest. What I found changed my life."

So begins this memoir by one of America's best-known landscape architects, Laurie Olin. Raised in a frontier
town in Alaska, trained in Seattle and New York, Olin found himself dissatisfied with his job as an urban
architect and accepted an invitation to England to take a respite from work. What he found, in abundance,
was the serendipity of a human environment built over time to respond to the land's own character and to the
people who lived and worked there. For Olin, the English countryside was a palimpsest of the most eloquent
and moving sort, yet whose manifestation was of ordinary buildings meant to shelter their inhabitants and
further their work.

With evocative language and exquisite line drawings, the author takes us back to his introduction to the
scenes of English country towns, their ancient universities, meandering waterways, and dramatic cloudscapes
racing in from the Atlantic. He limns the geologic histories found within the rock, the near-forgotten
histories of place-names, and the recent histories of train lines and auto routes. Comparing the growth of
building in the English countryside, Olin draws some sobering conclusions about our modern lifestyle and its
increasing separation from the landscape.

As much a plea for saving the modern American landscape as it is a passionate exploration of what makes
the English landscape so characteristically English, Across the Open Field is "an affectionate ramble through
real places of lasting worth."
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From reader reviews:

Jill Davis:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the book. It is
really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book
Across the Open Field: Essays Drawn from English Landscapes (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book features high quality.

Richard Davy:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Across the Open Field: Essays Drawn from
English Landscapes (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) can be the response, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Steven Peterson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Across the Open Field: Essays Drawn from English Landscapes
(Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Alex Estepp:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Across the Open Field: Essays Drawn from English Landscapes (Penn Studies in
Landscape Architecture) when you necessary it?
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