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Barbara Myerhoff's groundbreaking work in reflexivity and narrative ethnography broke with tradition by
focusing not on the raw ethnographic data, but on her interaction with those she studied. Myerhoff's
unfinished projects, including her final talks on storytelling, ritual, and the "culture of aging and
Yiddishkeit," offer a magisterial summary of her life's work.

"The beauty of Stories as Equipment for Living is the quality of being a compilation of rescued fragments,
bits and pieces of a great master's writing and thinking that were coming towards synthesis but had never
reached a finished form prior to her death. This collection is an examination of the place of narrative in
human life, the synthetic nature of culture and the constant search for visibility particularly by those
relegated for one reason or another to the margins. A thought-provoking book worthy of extended
reflection."
---Jack Kugelmass, Professor of Anthropology and Director of Jewish Studies, University of Florida

"Stories as Equipment for Living achieves a nice balance between preserving Myerhoff's work in its original
form and reconstructed contexts, but presenting it in a manner relevant to readers a generation after her
death. The book documents Myerhoff's growing involvement with Jewish culture, the actual process of
anthropological work through field notes, and the picture of how she always was bouncing the fine details of
this combined professional and personal venture off the 'big questions' of anthropology in its broadest sense."
---Harvey E. Goldberg, Professor of Sociology and Anthropology, Hebrew University, Israel

"These essays capture the rhythm of Barbara Myerhoff's words and her vivid and distinctive train of thought,
bringing the reader into the classroom of one of anthropology's finest lecturers. As an anthropologist with a
poet's gift for language, she utilizes the tools of ethnography and extraordinary powers of observation---a
remarkable 'ethnographic eye'---to explore the outward expressions and inner lives of the Fairfax
neighborhood of L.A. These stories are not only glorious introductions to the study of culture, but provide in
their revelations a reason for studying it. They are required reading for anyone passionate to know what an
anthropologist can teach us about communities and ultimately about ourselves."
---Steve Zeitlin, Director, City Lore: The New York Center for Urban Folk Culture

"Master of the third voice, the voice of collaboration, Myerhoff is at once a consummate listener and inspired
storyteller. This book offers a rare and luminous opening into the working process and wisdom of one of the
great anthropologists of the twentieth century."
---Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, Professor of Performance Studies at New York University and coauthor of
They Called Me Mayer July: Painted Memories of a Jewish Childhood in Poland Before the Holocaust

"Myerhoff and her collaborators have given her 'Hasidim,' her disciples old and new, a final and precious
gift."
---Jonathan Boyarin, The Robert M. Beren Distinguished Professor of Modern Jewish Studies at the
University of Kansas and author of Thinking in Jewish

Barbara Myerhoff was a renowned anthropologist who did pioneering work in gerontology, Jewish studies,
folklore, and narrative anthropology. She is best known for her ethnography of and personal involvement



with a community of elderly immigrant Jews in California. Her writings and lectures have had an enormous
impact on all of these areas of study, and her books are widely celebrated, especially Number Our Days,
whose companion documentary film won an Academy Award.

Marc Kaminsky is a psychotherapist, a poet, a writer, and the former codirector of the Institute on
Humanities, Arts and Aging of the Brookdale Center on Aging.

Mark Weiss is a writer, an editor, a translator, and a poet; his books include the widely praised Across the
Line/Al Otro Lado.

Deena Metzger is a novelist, a poet, and the founding codirector (with Marc Kaminsky) of the Myerhoff
Center.

Thomas R. Cole is the Beth and Toby Grossman Professor and Director of the McGovern Center for Health,
Humanities, and the Human Spirit at the University of Texas Health Science Center in Houston, and a
Professor of Humanities in the Department of Religious Studies at Rice University; his expertise lies in the
history of aging and humanistic gerontology.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Stories as Equipment for Living: Last Talks and Tales of
Barbara Myerhoff. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important some sort of book Stories as Equipment for Living: Last Talks and Tales of Barbara Myerhoff.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book
or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's read.

Lucille Renner:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Stories as Equipment for Living:
Last Talks and Tales of Barbara Myerhoff. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Carlos Quirk:

This Stories as Equipment for Living: Last Talks and Tales of Barbara Myerhoff book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. That Stories as Equipment for Living: Last Talks and Tales of Barbara
Myerhoff without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't be worry Stories as Equipment for Living: Last Talks and Tales of Barbara Myerhoff can bring any
time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This Stories as Equipment for Living: Last Talks and Tales of Barbara
Myerhoff having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Chad Foster:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Stories as Equipment
for Living: Last Talks and Tales of Barbara Myerhoff is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic



experience.
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