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Norton-Piliavsky places Paul's work within the context of ancient Jewish literary practice, bridging the gap
between textual criticism and social history in contemporary discussions.

The author argues that studies of ancient Jewish exegesis draw on two distinct analytical modes: the text-
critical and the socio-historical. He then shows that the two are usually joined together in discussions of
ancient Jewish literature arguing that as a result of this commentators often allow the text-critical approach to
guide their efforts to understand historical questions. Norton argues that text-critical and historical data must
be combined, but not conflated and in this volume sets out a new approach, showing that exegesis was part
of an ongoing discussion, which included mutually supporting written and oral practices. Norton shows that
Josephus' and Dead Sea sectarians' use of textual variation, like Paul's, belongs to this discussion
demonstrating that neither Paul nor his contemporaries viewed Jewish scripture as a fixed literary monolith.
Rather, they took part in a dynamic exegetical dialogue, constituted by oral as much as textual modes.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Kraus:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Contours in the Text:
Textual Variation in the Writings of Paul, Josephus and the Yahad (The Library of New Testament Studies)?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Doreen Williams:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Contours in the Text: Textual
Variation in the Writings of Paul, Josephus and the Yahad (The Library of New Testament Studies). All type
of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Ramon Hudson:

The book with title Contours in the Text: Textual Variation in the Writings of Paul, Josephus and the Yahad
(The Library of New Testament Studies) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot
of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement
of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Mason Childress:

The book untitled Contours in the Text: Textual Variation in the Writings of Paul, Josephus and the Yahad
(The Library of New Testament Studies) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new
period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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