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In 1946 French film critic Nino Frank, having just seen The Maltese Falcon, Double I ndemnity, Laur a,
and Murder, My Sweet linked them all with theterm " film noir." No one working on these projects
knew they were making film noirs; Frank invented a label that connected them after thefact, and it is
because of hislabel that the genre became famous. Imaginary Biographies. Misreading the Lives of
the Poetsaimsto do for poetry what Frank did for film: to gather together previously unrelated works
in order to better under stand and appr eciate them as a new, unrecognized literary genre.

In Imaginary Biographies Geoff Klock arguesthat the bizarre portrayal of historical writersin post-
Enlightenment English poetry constitutes a genre, a battleground for two central conflicts: the
confrontation of the self-sufficient Romantic imagination with the brute fact of external precursors(in
the nineteenth century); and the participation in, and simultaneous deflation of, Romantic idealism (in
the twentieth). In William Blake's Milton, the author of Paradise L ost returnsto earth to redeem his
female half, confront Satan and herald the apocalypse. Percy Bysshe Shelley's Jean-Jacques Rousseau
has been physically deformed and mentally ruined by a hellish chariot in The Triumph of Life.
Algernon Charles Swinburne, in his Anactoria, hijacksthe ancient Greek poetess Sappho and turns
her into hisanti-Christian Sadistic lesbian vampire cannibal Muse. In The Changing Light at
Sandover JamesMerrill contacts W.H. Auden and William Butler Yeatswith a Ouija board and
discoverstheir part in an insane cosmic hierarchy. Samuel Taylor Coleridge and Robert Southey
abandoned their youthful plansto establish a utopian community in America; Paul Muldoon's Madoc
imagines they went through with it and describesthe ensuing disaster. John Ashbery's Sleepers Awake
gagesthework of Miguel de Cervantes, James Joyce and Homer in terms of how much they dept
whilewriting. In TV Men Anne Carson portrays Thucydides, Sappho, and Antonin Artaud
anachronistically preparing, or being prepared for, television adaptations.

Klock makesthe audacious and fascinating case that the imaginary biography isin continuity with
literary criticism. He concentrates on how one poet misreads another by explicitly naming the earlier
poet in the latter poem. This" misreading” formsa new genre, creating a new kind of character and a
new kind of poem. Theresult isa dazzling work of literary scholarship that will stimulate debate for
yearsto come.
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From reader reviews:
Joseph Braddock:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find anew activity that islook different you
can read the book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading areserve. The book Imaginary Biographies: Misreading the Lives of the Poets
(Continuum Literary Studies) it is rather good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book.
We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQOore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not
to cover but this book possesses high quality.

George Finch:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extratime or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extratime, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is definitely Imaginary Biographies: Misreading the Lives of the Poets (Continuum
Literary Studies).

AlmaHillyer:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because al of thistime you only find reserve that need
more time to be examine. Imaginary Biographies: Misreading the Lives of the Poets (Continuum Literary
Studies) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Ron Matthies:

This Imaginary Biographies: Misreading the Lives of the Poets (Continuum Literary Studies) is fresh way for
you who hasinterest to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Imaginary Biographies: Misreading the Lives of the Poets (Continuum Literary Studies) can be the light food
in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel deepy even dizzy thisreserve isthe answer. So thereis no
in reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,



don't missthe item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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