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This text analyzes the dramatic shifts in Chinese Communist Party economic policy during the mid to late
1950s which eventually resulted in 30 to 45 million deaths through starvation as a result of the failed policies
of the Great Leap Forward. Teiwes examines both the substance and the process of economic policy-making
in that period, explaining how the rational policies of opposing rash advance in 1956-57 gave way to the
fanciful policies of the Great Leap, and assessing responsibility for the failure to adjust adequately those
policies even as signs of disaster began to reach higher level decision makers. In telling this story, Teiwes
focuses on key participants in the process throughout both "rational" and "utopian" phases - Mao, other top
leaders, central economic bureaucracies and local party leaders. The analysis rejects both of the existing
influential explanations in the field, the long dominant power politics approach focusing on alleged clashes
within the top leadership, and David Bachman's recent institutional interpretation of the origins of the Great
Leap. Instead, this study presents a detailed picture of an exceptionally Mao-dominated process, where no
other actor challenged his position, where the boldest step any actor took was to try and influence his
preferences, and where the system in effect became paralyzed while Mao kept changing signals as disaster
unfolded.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Jackson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled China's Road to Disaster: Mao, Central Politicians and
Provincial Leaders in the Great Leap Forward, 1955-59 (Contemporary China Books). Try to stumble
through book China's Road to Disaster: Mao, Central Politicians and Provincial Leaders in the Great Leap
Forward, 1955-59 (Contemporary China Books) as your close friend. It means that it can for being your
friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything
by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jose Gray:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this China's Road to Disaster: Mao,
Central Politicians and Provincial Leaders in the Great Leap Forward, 1955-59 (Contemporary China Books)
book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism China's Road to Disaster: Mao, Central
Politicians and Provincial Leaders in the Great Leap Forward, 1955-59 (Contemporary China Books) as
good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't
judge book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Jeffery Harman:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of China's Road to Disaster: Mao, Central Politicians
and Provincial Leaders in the Great Leap Forward, 1955-59 (Contemporary China Books) can give you a lot
of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have China's Road to Disaster: Mao, Central
Politicians and Provincial Leaders in the Great Leap Forward, 1955-59 (Contemporary China Books).

Dorcas Rogers:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people



likes looking at, not only science book but novel and China's Road to Disaster: Mao, Central Politicians and
Provincial Leaders in the Great Leap Forward, 1955-59 (Contemporary China Books) or even others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping
them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes China's
Road to Disaster: Mao, Central Politicians and Provincial Leaders in the Great Leap Forward, 1955-59
(Contemporary China Books) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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