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Entering the shady world of what he calls "violent entrepreneurship," Vadim Volkov explores the economic
uses of violence and coercion in Russia in the 1990s. Violence has played, he shows, a crucial role in
creating the institutions of a new market economy. The core of his work is competition among so-called
violence-managing agencies?criminal groups, private security services, private protection companies, and
informal protective agencies associated with the state?which multiplied with the liberal reforms of the early
1990s. This competition provides an unusual window on the dynamics of state formation.

Violent Entrepreneurs is remarkable for its research. Volkov conducted numerous interviews with members
of criminal groups, heads of protection companies, law enforcement employees, and businesspeople. He
bases his findings on journalistic and anecdotal evidence as well as on his own personal observation. Volkov
investigates the making of violence-prone groups in sports clubs (particularly martial arts clubs), associations
for veterans of the Soviet?Afghan war, ethnic gangs, and regionally based social groups, and he traces the
changes in their activities across the decade. Some groups wore state uniforms and others did not, but all of
their members spoke and acted essentially the same and were engaged in the same activities: intimidation,
protection, information gathering, dispute management, contract enforcement, and taxation. Each group
controlled the same resource?organized violence.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Thorpe:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Violent Entrepreneurs: The Use of Force in
the Making of Russian Capitalism. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important a new book Violent Entrepreneurs: The Use of Force in the Making of Russian
Capitalism. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a
book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Philip Brown:

The book Violent Entrepreneurs: The Use of Force in the Making of Russian Capitalism has a lot associated
with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Harold Phillips:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Violent Entrepreneurs: The Use of Force in the
Making of Russian Capitalism can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?

Joe Williams:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among
the books in the top listing in your reading list will be Violent Entrepreneurs: The Use of Force in the
Making of Russian Capitalism. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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