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The second and first centuries B.C. were a critical period in Chinese history—they saw the birth and

development of the new Chinese empire and its earliest expansion and acquisition of frontier territories.  But

for almost two thousand years, because of gaps in the available records, this essential chapter in the history

was missing. Fortunately, with the discovery during the last century of about sixty thousand Han-period

documents in Central Asia and western China preserved on strips of wood and bamboo, scholars have been

able, for the first time, to put together many of the missing pieces.

In this first volume of his monumental history, Chun-shu Chang uses these newfound documents to analyze

the ways in which political, institutional, social, economic, military, religious, and thought systems

developed and changed in the critical period from early China to the Han empire (ca. 1600 B.C. – A.D. 220).

In addition to exploring the formation and growth of the Chinese empire and its impact on early nation-

building and later territorial expansion, Chang also provides insights into the life and character of critical

historical figures such as the First Emperor (221– 210 B.C.) of the Ch’in and Wu-ti (141– 87 B.C.) of the

Han, who were the principal agents in redefining China and its relationships with other parts of Asia. As

never before, Chang’s study enables an understanding of the origins and development of the concepts of

state, nation, nationalism, imperialism, ethnicity, and Chineseness in ancient and early Imperial China,

offering the first systematic reconstruction of the history of Chinese acquisition and colonization.

 

Chun-shu Chang is Professor of History at the University of Michigan and is the author, with Shelley

Hsueh-lun Chang, of Crisis and Transformation in Seventeenth-Century China and Redefining History:

Ghosts, Spirits, and Human Society in P’u Sung-ling’s World, 1640 – 1715.

“An extraordinary survey of the political and administrative history of early imperial China, which makes

available a body of evidence and scholarship otherwise inaccessible to English-readers. The underpinning of

research is truly stupendous.”

—Ray Van Dam, Professor, Department of History, University of Michigan



 

“Powerfully argues from literary and archaeological records that empire, modeled on Han paradigms, has

largely defined Chinese civilization ever since.”

—Joanna Waley-Cohen, Professor, Department of History, New York University
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From reader reviews:

John King:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Rise of the Chinese Empire: Nation,
State, and Imperialism in Early China, ca. 1600 B.C.-A.D. 8 is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Sonia Shipley:

Typically the book The Rise of the Chinese Empire: Nation, State, and Imperialism in Early China, ca. 1600
B.C.-A.D. 8 will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate
the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book The
Rise of the Chinese Empire: Nation, State, and Imperialism in Early China, ca. 1600 B.C.-A.D. 8 is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily
to read the book.

Alva Sexton:

The book untitled The Rise of the Chinese Empire: Nation, State, and Imperialism in Early China, ca. 1600
B.C.-A.D. 8 contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method.
The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice study.

Bernice Mignone:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Rise of the Chinese Empire: Nation, State, and Imperialism in
Early China, ca. 1600 B.C.-A.D. 8 can make you sense more interested to read.
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