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A powerful, beautifully written memoir about coming of age as a black girl in an exclusive white suburb
in "integrated," post-Civil Rights California in the 1970s and 1980s.

At six years of age, after winning a foot race against a white classmate, Jennifer Baszile was humiliated to
hear her classmate explain that black people "have something in their feet to make them run faster than white
people." When she asked her teacher about it, it was confirmed as true. The next morning, Jennifer's father
accompanied her to school, careful to "assert himself as an informed and concerned parent and not simply a
big, black, dangerous man in a first-grade classroom."

This was the first of many skirmishes in Jennifer's childhood-long struggle to define herself as "the black girl
next door" while living out her parents' dreams. Success for her was being the smartest and achieving the
most, with the consequence that much of her girlhood did not seem like her own but more like the "family
project." But integration took a toll on everyone in the family when strain in her parents' marriage emerged
in her teenage years, and the struggle to be the perfect black family became an unbearable burden.

A deeply personal view of a significant period of American social history, The Black Girl Next Door deftly
balances childhood experiences with adult observations, creating an illuminating and poignant look at a
unique time in our country's history.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Steadman:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The
Black Girl Next Door: A Memoir? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Cheryl Ruiz:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you
personally but the problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The
Black Girl Next Door: A Memoir is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Everett Dean:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Black Girl Next Door: A Memoir
book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Michael Vogel:

This The Black Girl Next Door: A Memoir usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The main reason of this The Black Girl Next Door: A Memoir can be on the list of
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you
with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Black
Girl Next Door: A Memoir giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.
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