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Juan Bautista de Anza arrived in Santa Fe at a time when New Mexico, like Spain’s other North American
colonies, faced heightened threats from Indians and international rivals. As governor of New Mexico from
1778 to 1788, Anza enacted a series of changes in the colony’s governance that helped preserve it as a
Spanish territory and strengthen the larger empire to which it belonged. Although Anza is best known for his
travels to California as a young man, this book, the first comprehensive biography of Anza, shows his greater
historical importance as a soldier and administrator in the history of North America.

Historian Carlos R. Herrera argues that Anza’s formative years in Sonora, Mexico, contributed to his success
as a colonial administrator. Having grown up in New Spain’s northern territory, Anza knew the daily
challenges that the various ethnic groups encountered in this region of limited resources, and he saw both the
advantages and the pitfalls of the region’s strong Franciscan presence. Anza's knowledge of frontier terrains
and peoples helped make him a more effective military and political leader.

When raiding tribes threatened the colony during his tenure as governor, Anza rode into battle, killing the
great Comanche war chief Cuerno Verde in 1779 and later engineering a peace treaty formally concluded in
1786. As the colonial overseer of the imperial policies known as the Bourbon Reforms, he also implemented
a series of changes in the colony’s bureaucratic, judicial, and religious institutions. Charged with militarizing
New Mexico so that it could contribute to the maintenance of the empire, Anza curtailed the social, political,
and economic power the Franciscans had long enjoyed and increased Spain’s authority in the region.

By combining administrative history with narrative biography, Herrera shows that Juan Bautista de Anza
was more than an explorer. Devoted equally to the Spanish empire and to the North American region he
knew intimately, Governor Anza shaped the history of New Mexico at a critical juncture.
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From reader reviews:

Mitchell Diaz:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, the actual book you have read is usually Juan Bautista de Anza: The King's Governor in New Mexico.

Lavada Rowlett:

The book untitled Juan Bautista de Anza: The King's Governor in New Mexico contain a lot of information
on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author.
The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can please
read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Macie Tiffany:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Juan Bautista de Anza: The King's Governor
in New Mexico can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications
have than the others?

Paul Herbert:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Juan Bautista de Anza: The King's Governor in New
Mexico was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Juan Bautista de Anza: The
King's Governor in New Mexico has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading that will.
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