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More than two decades ago Professor Pamela J. Shoemaker reviewed 15 introduction to mass
communication/media textbooks and concluded that their self-described purpose is to provide a global view
of mass communication to neophytes, and their approach is largely descriptive. The textbooks contained
little information about how media content (1) helps people, government and business leaders achieve their
personal and professional goals and (2) reinforces dominant values and institutions. In other words, the
textbooks have ignored or underplayed what sociologists call the social control function of the mass media.
Drawing on decades of mass communication research as well as our own research, this book attempts to
correct for these shortcomings. It shows that, contrary to popular wisdom, mass media and the content they
produce play a crucial role in maintaining dominant values and social institutions. In similizing terminology,
media produce the thread that helps hold the fabric of modern society together. But the social control
function does not mean mass media are simply lap dogs of powerful elites. Media produce, from time to
time, content that is critical of dominant values and elites. That content can legitimize and promote ideas that
benefit nonelite or disadvantaged groups and individuals; that is, it can stimulate social change. In analyzing
the role and function of the media, this book advocates neither a radical left nor a radical right perspective.
But it does assume there is much more that mass media could do to eliminate injustice and inequity in the
world. Social control and social change can result in both good and evil, and that determination often
depends on who benefits and who does not from media coverage. This book was written to appeal to
undergraduate and entry-level graduate students in the United States. The focus is interpretive it seeks to
explain the why rather than the what.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Pyles:

Often the book How the Mass Media Really Work: An Introduction to Their Role as Institutions of Control
and Change has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Jason Manuel:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also
soon. The How the Mass Media Really Work: An Introduction to Their Role as Institutions of Control and
Change will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Augustus Chase:

You can find this How the Mass Media Really Work: An Introduction to Their Role as Institutions of
Control and Change by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now,
you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current
ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Paul Kennedy:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book How the Mass Media Really Work: An Introduction to
Their Role as Institutions of Control and Change was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book How the Mass Media Really Work: An Introduction to Their Role as Institutions of Control
and Change has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading which.
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