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''The authors of this text make you CARE about these communities and children. They provide insights
about how we must focus on literacy in order to make a real difference in the lives of students. This is one of
the most comprehensive analyses to date of community literacy, documenting the transformation of media
habits from books to computers.''
--Linda B. Gambrell, Distinguished Professor of Education, Clemson University

This is a compelling, eye-opening portrait of two communities in Philadelphia with drastically different
economic resources. Over the course of their 10-year investigation, the authors of this important new work
came to understand that this disparity between affluence and poverty has created a knowledge gap--far more
important than mere achievement scores--with serious implications for students economic prosperity and
social mobility. At the heart of this knowledge gap is the limited ability of students from poor communities
to develop information capital. This moving book takes you into the communities in question to meet the
students and their families, and by doing so provides powerful insights into the role that literacy can play in
giving low-income students a fighting chance. Important reading for a wide audience of educators,
policymakers, school reformers, and community activists, Giving Our Children a Fighting Chance:
* Documents how inequalities begin early and are reinforced by geographic concentration.
* Compares community libraries to see how print is used in each neighborhood and how children develop as
young readers.
* Looks at patterns that create radical differences in experiences and attitudes toward learning prior to
entering school.
* Explores the function of technology as a tool that exacerbates the divide between affluent students and
those with limited access to information.
* Provides a comprehensive analysis of community literacy, documenting the transformation of media habits
from books to computers.
* Concludes with a look inside schools to answer questions about what schools can do to overcome this
complex, unequal playing field.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Rodriguez:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They are reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Giving Our Children a Fighting Chance: Poverty,
Literacy, and the Development of Information Capital.

Patrick Reyes:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have
underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then
having chance to remain than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give
you this kind of Giving Our Children a Fighting Chance: Poverty, Literacy, and the Development of
Information Capital book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Christine Smith:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Giving Our Children a
Fighting Chance: Poverty, Literacy, and the Development of Information Capital is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Diane Sanchez:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make summary
for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their hobby. They
just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing reading
significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this era, many
ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Giving Our Children a Fighting Chance: Poverty, Literacy, and the Development of Information Capital can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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