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This book offers an innovative examination of the question: why did early Christians begin calling their
ministerial leaders «priests» (using the terms hiereus/sacerdos)? Scholarly consensus has typically suggested
that a Christian «priesthood» emerged either from an imitation of pagan priesthood or in connection with
seeing the Eucharist as a sacrifice over which a «priest» must preside. This work challenges these claims by
exploring texts of the third and fourth century where Christian bishops and ministers are first designated
«priests»: Tertullian and Cyprian of Carthage, Origen of Alexandria, Eusebius of Caesarea, and the church
orders Apostolic Tradition and Didascalia Apostolorum. Such an examination demonstrates that the rise of a
Christian ministerial priesthood grew more broadly out of a developing «religio-political ecclesiology». As
early Christians began to understand themselves culturally as a unique polis in their own right in the Greco-
Roman world, they also saw themselves theologically and historically connected with ancient biblical Israel.
This religio-political ecclesiology, sharpened by an emerging Christian material culture and a growing sense
of Christian «sacred space», influenced the way Christians interpreted the Jewish Scriptures typologically. In
seeing the nation of Israel as a divine nation corresponding to themselves, Christians began appropriating the
Levitical priesthood as a figure or «type» of the Christian ministerial office. Such a study helpfully broadens
our understanding of the emergence of a Christian priesthood beyond pagan imitation or narrow focus on the
sacrificial nature of the Eucharist, and instead offers a more comprehensive explanation in connection with
early Christian ecclesiology.
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Rodriquez:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Priests of My People: Levitical Paradigms for
Early Christian Ministers (Patristic Studies) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or ideal book with you?

Michael Albin:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Priests of My People: Levitical
Paradigms for Early Christian Ministers (Patristic Studies) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Priests of My People:
Levitical Paradigms for Early Christian Ministers (Patristic Studies) become your starter.

Betty Walsh:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Priests of My People: Levitical
Paradigms for Early Christian Ministers (Patristic Studies) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's view.

Matthew White:

You will get this Priests of My People: Levitical Paradigms for Early Christian Ministers (Patristic Studies)
by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you
get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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