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“Unless we document the lives of those who came before us, they will forever be forgotten.” My Bohemian
Heritage highlights two families who contributed greatly to the art and musical culture of Chicago in the
early 1900s. Ms. Vasak first focuses on A. V. Cerny, her grandfather, who founded the first Bohemian
Conservatory of Music in Chicago. His father, Jan, was a violinist who owned the Prague Orchestra. A.V.
Cerny was an exceptional teacher and educated a whole generation of musical artists as soloists and as
members of orchestras. Indeed, his own child, Milada, a child prodigy, began piano at the age of 3, becoming
a virtuoso pianist and touring the United States at about age 9 and Europe at about age 10. Her younger
sister, Zdenka (the author’s mother), was heralded as “The Greatest Bohemian Violoncellist” in the world.
The art-nouveau artist, Alfons Mucha, a personal friend of A.V. Cerny, often stayed at their home, and
generously painted portraits and posters of A.V.’s two eldest daughters while teaching art at the Chicago Art
Institute. A.V. Cerny was also a personal friend of Antonin Dvorak, and founded the Dvorak Quartet in the
1890s and later The Society for the Uplift of Chamber Music. Music and conversation filled their home.
Through their doors and at their dining table appeared many of the most talented people of the era, bringing
their cultural preferences for a variety of Bohemian delicacies, prepared by Grandma Cerny, all while
playing chamber music, card games, and sharing many late-night stories. Among them were Rudolf Friml,
pianist and composer, and Jan Kubelik, violinist, called “the Paganini of the 20th century.” When Zdenka
Cerny eloped with Otakar Vasak , who had immigrated from Prague at age 24, it had been “love at first
sight.” Thus, a small section of love letters adds color to otherwise black and white photos. In compiling
these personal vignettes, Jetta Vasak passes on a small portion of her family story, while providing a window
into the personal lives and times of these interesting people who contributed their gifts and talents to the rich
and diverse culture of early Chicago.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Bruns:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book My Bohemian Heritage: The
Music and Art of Chicago's Cerny and Vasak Families will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading some
sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Leesa Banta:

The e-book with title My Bohemian Heritage: The Music and Art of Chicago's Cerny and Vasak Families
has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Laura Buscher:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love My Bohemian Heritage: The Music
and Art of Chicago's Cerny and Vasak Families, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

William Rose:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book My Bohemian Heritage: The Music and Art of
Chicago's Cerny and Vasak Families to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and read it. Beside that the e-book My Bohemian Heritage: The Music and Art of Chicago's Cerny and
Vasak Families can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of the time.
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