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De Profundis and Other Prison Writings is a new selection of Oscar Wilde's prison letters and poetry in
Penguin Classics, edited and introduced by Colm Tóibín.

At the start of 1895, Oscar Wilde was the toast of London, widely feted for his most recent stage success, An
Ideal Husband. But by May of the same year, Wilde was in Reading prison sentenced to hard labour. 'De
Profundis' is an epistolic account of Oscar Wilde's spiritual journey while in prison, and describes his new,
shocking conviction that 'the supreme vice is shallowness'. This edition also includes further letters to his
wife, his friends, the Home Secretary, newspaper editors and his lover Lord Alfred Douglas - Bosie -
himself, as well as 'The Ballad of Reading Gaol', the heart-rending poem about a man sentenced to hang for
the murder of the woman he loved.

This Penguin edition is based on the definitive Complete Letters, edited by Wilde's grandson Merlin
Holland. Colm Tóibín's introduction explores Wilde's duality in love, politics and literature. This edition also
includes notes on the text and suggested further reading.

Oscar Wilde was born in Dublin. His three volumes of short fiction, The Happy Prince, Lord Arthur Savile's
Crime and A House of Pomegranates, together with his only novel, The Picture of Dorian Gray, won him a
reputation as a writer with an original talent, a reputation enhanced by the phenomenal success of his society
comedies - Lady Windermere's Fan, A Woman of No Importance, An Ideal Husband and The Importance of
Being Earnest.

Colm Tóibín is the author of five novels, including The Blackwater Lightship and The Master, and a
collection of stories, Mothers and Sons. His essay collection Love in a Dark Time: Gay Lives from Wilde to
Almodovar appeared in 2002. He is the editor of The Penguin Book of Irish Fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Ciara Wolfe:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book De Profundis and Other Prison Writings
seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
very advantages for you. The guide De Profundis and Other Prison Writings is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book De
Profundis and Other Prison Writings. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

James Newman:

This De Profundis and Other Prison Writings are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The reason of this De Profundis and Other Prison Writings can be on the list of great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that maybe will
shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this De Profundis and Other Prison Writings
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Brandon Justice:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this De Profundis and Other Prison Writings, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Phyllis Thompson:

Typically the book De Profundis and Other Prison Writings has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after scanning this book.
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