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East-West comparative literature is a field of study that has seen tremendous growth in recent years. In this
pioneering study, renowned scholar Zhang Longxi offers a much-needed reappraisal of the thematic and
conceptual similarities that unite literary and cultural traditions in the East and West. An expanded version of
the lectures he gave as part of the Alexander Lectures Series at the University of Toronto in 2005,
Unexpected Affinities emphasizes affinity over difference and explores the relationship between East and
West in terms of cultural homogeneity (with shared literary qualities as its signposts), challenging the
traditional boundaries of cross-cultural study and comparative literature as a discipline.

Throughout Unexpected Affinities, Zhang emphasizes the validity of East-West studies through concrete
examples and a wide range of references not only to literature, but to religious and philosophical texts as
well. Zhang insists that certain critical insights come solely from the cross-cultural perspective of East-West
studies, and that without going beyond the limited horizon of a single literary tradition, we will not attain the
broad vision of human creativity in all its richness and diversity. Clear, concise, and engaging, Unexpected
Affinities will appeal to students of comparative literature and Asian studies, as well as to readers interested
in the global implications of art and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Dee Alaniz:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Unexpected Affinities: Reading Across Cultures
(Alexander Lectures). Try to the actual book Unexpected Affinities: Reading Across Cultures (Alexander
Lectures) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Richard Valadez:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Unexpected Affinities: Reading Across Cultures
(Alexander Lectures). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important a book Unexpected Affinities: Reading Across Cultures (Alexander Lectures). You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Mae Mosley:

The book Unexpected Affinities: Reading Across Cultures (Alexander Lectures) can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing
like a book Unexpected Affinities: Reading Across Cultures (Alexander Lectures)? Several of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Unexpected Affinities: Reading Across Cultures
(Alexander Lectures) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Antonio Sisson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,



comics, along with soon. The Unexpected Affinities: Reading Across Cultures (Alexander Lectures) offer
you a new experience in reading a book.
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