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Are not al religions equally close to and equally far from God? Why, then, the Church? Gerhard Lohfink
poses these questions with scholarly reliability and on the basis of his own experience of community in Does
God Need the Church?

In 1982 Father Lohfink wrote Wie hat Jesus Gemeinde gewollt? (translated into English asJesus and
Community) to show, on the basis of the New Testament, that faith is founded in a community that
distinguishes itself in clear contours from the rest of society. In that book he also described a sequence of
events that moved directly from commonality to a community that was readily accessible to every group of
people and was made legitimate by Jesus himself. Only later did Father Lohfink learn, within a new horizon
of experience, that such a description is not the way to community. The story of the gathering of the people
of God, from Abraham until today, never took place according to such a model.

Today Father Lohfink states that he would not write Wie hat Jesus Gemeinde gewollt? the same way. The
situation of belief and believers has undergone a shift: the question of the Church has become much more
urgent. Church life is declining and the religions are returning, often in new guises.

In light of these shifts and the change in his own view of community, Father Lohfink inquires in Does God
Need the Church? of Israel's theology, Jesus' praxis, the experiences of the early Christian communities, and
of what is appearing in the Church today. These inquiries lead to an amazing history involving God and the
world - a history that God presses forward with the aid of a single people and that always turns out
differently from what they think and plan.

Gerhard Lohfink, ThD, was professor of New Testament exegesis at the University of Tubingen until 1986
when he resigned from his professorship in order to live and work as a theologian in the Catholic Integrierte
Gemeinde and its community of priests.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Kistner:

This Does God Need the Church?: Toward a Theology of the People of God (Michael Glazier Books) book
is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by
reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Does God Need the Church?:
Toward a Theology of the People of God (Michael Glazier Books) without we recognize teach the one who
studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Does God Need the Church?:
Toward a Theology of the People of God (Michael Glazier Books) can bring if you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone.
This Does God Need the Church?: Toward a Theology of the People of God (Michael Glazier Books) having
very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Lucille Roller:

The guide untitled Does God Need the Church?: Toward a Theology of the People of God (Michael Glazier
Books) is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Does God Need the Church?: Toward a Theology of the
People of God (Michael Glazier Books) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

John Lee:

The publication with title Does God Need the Church?: Toward a Theology of the People of God (Michael
Glazier Books) has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Nancy Hartsell:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Does God Need the Church?: Toward a
Theology of the People of God (Michael Glazier Books) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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