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In this sweeping narrative history from the Great Depression of the 1930s to the Great Recession of today,
Caring for America rethinks both the history of the American welfare state from the perspective of care work
and chronicles how home care workers eventually became one of the most vibrant forces in the American
labor movement. Eileen Boris and Jennifer Klein demonstrate the ways in which law and social policy made
home care a low-waged job that was stigmatized as welfare and relegated to the bottom of the medical
hierarchy.

For decades, these front-line caregivers labored in the shadows of a welfare state that shaped the conditions
of the occupation. Disparate, often chaotic programs for home care, which allowed needy, elderly, and
disabled people to avoid institutionalization, historically paid poverty wages to the African American and
immigrant women who constituted the majority of the labor force. Yet policymakers and welfare
administrators linked discourses of dependence and independence-claiming that such jobs would end clients'
and workers' "dependence" on the state and provide a ticket to economic independence. The history of home
care illuminates the fractured evolution of the modern American welfare state since the New Deal and its
race, gender, and class fissures. It reveals why there is no adequate long-term care in America.

Caring for America is much more than a history of social policy, however; it is also about a powerful
contemporary social movement. At the front and center of the narrative are the workers-poor women of
color-who have challenged the racial, social, and economic stigmas embedded in the system. Caring for
America traces the intertwined, sometimes conflicting search of care providers and receivers for dignity,
self-determination, and security. It highlights the senior citizen and independent living movements; the civil
rights organizing of women on welfare and domestic workers; the battles of public sector unions; and the
unionization of health and service workers. It rethinks the strategies of the U.S. labor movement in terms of a
growing care work economy. Finally, it makes a powerful argument that care is a basic right for all and that
care work merits a living wage.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Sessions:

Here thing why this Caring for America: Home Health Workers in the Shadow of the Welfare State are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content than
it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Caring for America: Home Health Workers in the
Shadow of the Welfare State giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no publication that similar with Caring for America: Home Health Workers in the Shadow
of the Welfare State. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere
like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Caring for America: Home Health Workers in the Shadow of
the Welfare State in e-book can be your alternative.

Ida Shrout:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Caring for America: Home Health Workers in the Shadow of
the Welfare State book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer involving Caring for America: Home Health Workers in the Shadow of the
Welfare State content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Caring
for America: Home Health Workers in the Shadow of the Welfare State is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Angela Strange:

The event that you get from Caring for America: Home Health Workers in the Shadow of the Welfare State
is a more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Caring for America: Home Health
Workers in the Shadow of the Welfare State giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of
this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
this specific Caring for America: Home Health Workers in the Shadow of the Welfare State instantly.

Ronny Baird:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Caring for America: Home Health



Workers in the Shadow of the Welfare State can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these books have than the others?
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