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'Contrast' - the opposition between distinctive sounds in a language - is one of the most central concepts in
linguistics. This book presents a fascinating account of the logic and history of contrast in phonology. It
provides empirical evidence from diverse phonological domains that only contrastive features are computed
by the phonological component of grammar. It argues that the contrastive specifications of phonemes are
governed by language-particular feature hierarchies. This approach assigns a key role to abstract cognitive
structures, challenging contemporary approaches that favour phonetic explanations of phonological
phenomena. Tracing the evolution of the hypothesis that contrastive features play a special role in
phonology, it shows how this insight has been obscured by misunderstandings of the role of the contrastive
feature hierarchy. Questioning the widely held notion that contrast should be based on minimal pairs, Elan
Dresher argues that the contrastive hierarchy is indispensable to illuminating accounts of phonological
patterning.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Ashworth:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the guide untitled The Contrastive Hierarchy in Phonology (Cambridge Studies
in Linguistics) can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Carolyn Walton:

The book untitled The Contrastive Hierarchy in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) contain a lot
of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous
author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you
can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go
through.

Barbara Mobley:

Beside this particular The Contrastive Hierarchy in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) in your
phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Contrastive Hierarchy in Phonology
(Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Joseph Cosgrove:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is actually The Contrastive Hierarchy in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in
Linguistics). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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