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A hundred years ago, the writer and philosopher William James wrote The Varieties of Religious
Experience, a seminal work that has inspired generations of scholars and eccentrics alike. James’s book
argues that the religious spirit in man is best understood through the study of its most extreme forms.
Varieties was a watershed effort: a bestselling portrait of history’s pluralism and a defense of the spiritual
quest, in all its guises, against the era’s increasingly secular sentiments.
Today, with all the old tensions between skeptics and believers still in place, J. C. Hallman pays homage to
James’s exploration of offbeat religious movements. But where James relied on the testimony and
biographies of prophets and mystics, Hallman travels directly to some of America’s newest and most unusual
religions, trekking from Druid circles in the mossy hills of northern California to the gleaming mother church
of Scientology, from lurid satanic cellars in undisclosed locations to a professional-wrestling ministry in the
fundamentalist heart of Texas. Along the way, he participates in a variety of rites and reports on a broad
spectrum of beliefs. Eventually Hallman adopts James as his patron saint, spiritual adviser, and intellectual
companion on the journey that will culminate in the creation of this book, a compelling combination of
adventure and biography, spotted with hair-raising predicaments and rife with poignant portraits of
unforgettable characters, including William James himself.
The Devil Is a Gentleman maps the spiritual contours of modern American pluralism and examines the life
and legacy of one of its most profound architects.
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From reader reviews:

Sophia Hartman:

The book The Devil Is a Gentleman: Exploring America's Religious Fringe make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
The Devil Is a Gentleman: Exploring America's Religious Fringe being your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a e-book The Devil Is a Gentleman:
Exploring America's Religious Fringe. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Rene King:

The event that you get from The Devil Is a Gentleman: Exploring America's Religious Fringe is a more deep
you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to know but The Devil Is a Gentleman: Exploring America's Religious Fringe giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of The Devil Is a
Gentleman: Exploring America's Religious Fringe instantly.

Lorraine Woodward:

This book untitled The Devil Is a Gentleman: Exploring America's Religious Fringe to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by means
of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from
your list.

Billy Migliore:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Devil Is a Gentleman: Exploring America's
Religious Fringe can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have The Devil Is a Gentleman:
Exploring America's Religious Fringe.
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