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An explosive memoir about the creation and implementation of the controversial Enhanced
Interrogation Techniques by the former Chief Operations Officer for the CIA's Counterterrorism
Center.

While the American public is aware of the CIA’s use of highly controversial “enhanced interrogation
techniques,” few know the man who, in the wake of September 11, led all U.S. counterterrorism
operations and oversaw the use of those procedures—procedures that obtained vital and timely
intelligence and helped safeguard the nation from future attacks.

Puerto Rican–born Jose A. Rodriguez, Jr., served the United States for twenty-five years as an undercover
officer before bringing his wealth of field knowledge to the CIA’s Counterterrorism Center; now, in this
riveting account and fascinating life story, one of America’s top undercover operatives reveals how hard
measures have derailed terrorist activity targeting the U.S., and saved countless American lives. Fully
disclosed here for the first time are the undercover operations and tactics implemented during the George W.
Bush presidency—which were approved by the highest levels of the U.S. government, certified as legal by
the Department of Justice, and supported by bipartisan leadership of congressional intelligence oversight
committees.

But as the shock of 9/11 faded, the support that the intelligence community enjoyed and deserved gave way
to shortsighted and potentially dangerous political correctness. One by one, the tools needed to successfully
fight terrorism were banished, and the men and women who volunteered to carry out our nation’s orders in
combating al-Qa'ida found themselves second-guessed, hamstrung, and investigated— including Rodriguez
himself. In effect, the United States has chosen to willfully and unilaterally disarm itself in the war on terror.
In Hard Measures, Rodriguez convincingly argues for the techniques used, and uncompromisingly details
when these techniques were necessary, why they worked, and how, ultimately, they contributed to the
capture of the world’s most-wanted terror operatives, including Usama bin Ladin. From law school student
to CIA recruit to his role as America’s top spy, Rodriguez’s full story is one of utmost importance—a rare,
insider’s look at an issue that demands attention. Above all, it’s a reasoned, imperative, and fully informed
case for hard measures, and an explosive and gripping account of the real war on terror— where it’s been
and where it’s headed.

***

Terrorism has always been one of the toughest targets on which to collect intelligence. The secrets you
want to steal frequently don’t reside in computer systems, which can be hacked, or safes, which can be
broken into, but in the inner recesses of a handful of individuals’ minds.

The cliché about intelligence work is that it is like working on a thousand-piece jigsaw puzzle but not having
the box top to show you what the finished picture should look like. If only it were that easy. In fact, it is
more like working on a million-piece puzzle with no box top, and having millions more random pieces that



look like they might fit, but actually are from different puzzles altogether.

It fell to us to make sense of the countless fragments of information and to take action on the chunks of the
puzzle, which represented a real and growing threat to the United States and our allies.

—from Hard Measures
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From reader reviews:

Larry Young:

With other case, little folks like to read book Hard Measures: How Aggressive CIA Actions After 9/11
Saved American Lives. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important the book Hard Measures: How Aggressive CIA Actions After 9/11 Saved American Lives.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Ariane Gray:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Hard
Measures: How Aggressive CIA Actions After 9/11 Saved American Lives, you are able to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
reserve.

Doreen Looney:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Hard Measures: How Aggressive CIA Actions After 9/11 Saved American
Lives this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of
you.

Ruth Frye:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Hard Measures: How Aggressive CIA Actions
After 9/11 Saved American Lives to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of



reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st
opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Hard Measures: How
Aggressive CIA Actions After 9/11 Saved American Lives can to be your brand-new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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